
ARKIDECTURE
Architecture in the Classroom



What does 
architecture 

mean to you?

Topic one
Topic two
Topic three
Topic four
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What if every building 
looked the same?

3



What if every house looked 
the same?
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Why should you learn about 
architecture and design?

Shapes, color, and design make us feel a 
certain way.
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Would you 
rather go in 
here?
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Or in here?
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Architecture can be…
Soft and curved, designed to make 
the space (and you) feel more 
comfortable.
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Or modern and angular, like a spaceship – 
making you feel like a scientist or researcher!



Some is older
and makes a space feel royal.



What is one of the tools 
an architect must have?
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IMAGINATION



Is architecture just 
for buildings?
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Landscape 
Architecture
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Landscape architects work on things 
like site design, environmental 
restoration, town planning, and 
parks.



Interior Design

Interior designers work on things like 
space planning, interior finishes (paint, 
wall protections/ coverings, flooring, and 
more) and furniture selections.
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Architects work with engineers
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Civil 
engineer

Structural 
engineer

Mechanical 
engineer

Electrical 
engineer



Maybe someday 
you can be an 
architect or an 
engineer!
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What would you design?

Could it 
be 

built?

How would 
it make 
people 
feel?

What 
would it 
be made 

from?

What 
technology 
would you 

use?

How would it 
impact your 

environment?



Architecture in 
Iowa

A division of the ArKIDtecture Series 
developed by the IAF.



Native 
Americans
Native Americans lived in the land 
we know as Iowa long before 
European explorers came.
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European Settlers

•Came from Europe and neighboring states
•Main concern was survival
•Used materials available to build houses
• Log cabins
• Sod houses (“soddies”)
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Eastern Iowa was 
settled first

Available material was 
trees

Settlers built log 
cabins
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Sod Houses



Courthouses

Appanoose County 
c1903

Clay County  
c1900

Mahaska County  
c1885

Polk County  
c1900

Courthouses are beautiful examples of 
Iowa architecture. Many were a 
combination of different styles that were 
popular during that time.
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As Iowa became 
more settled, 
architecture 
became more 
decorative.



What differences do you see?
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Dormer

Brackets
Lap Siding

Shingles

Fascia

Eaves

Balustrade Column

Side Lite

Cladding Materials

Roof Types Window Styles

Brick Lap

StuccoBoard & 
Batten

Stone Metal

ConcreteShingle

Typical Components of a House
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Typical Framing Components
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What Style Is 
Your Home?
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Spanish Colonial/Mission

Windsor Heights, S. Of Grand, 
Neighborhoods
Des Moines, IA

1900s Presen
t

1980s1920s 1940s 1960s

Spanish Colonial 
1600-1900s

1600-1800s

Mission1890-1930
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Fire Safe Concrete Homes

29
1900s Presen

t
1980s1920s 1940s 1960s1600-1800s

1870-1940

Beaverdale Neighborhood
Des Moines, IA
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Colonial Revival

1900s Presen
t

1980s1920s 1940s 1960s1600-1800s

1876-1950

http://0.tqn.com/d/architecture/1/0/6/P/colonial-revival.jpg.JPG
http://0.tqn.com/d/architecture/1/0/k/k/neoeclecticcolonial2864520.jpg
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Tudor

Salisbury House & Gardens
Des Moines, IA

1923-1928

S. of Grand, Beaverdale, Waveland Park 
Neighborhoods - Des Moines, IA

W. Des Moines, IA Neighborhoods

1900s Presen
t

1980s1920s 1940s 1960s1600-1800s

1890-1940



Prairie School 
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Walter Burley Griffin’s 
Arthur Rule House & Page House

Mason City, IA
1913

Frank Lloyd Wright 
Stockholm House

Mason City, IA
1918

1900s Presen
t

1980s1920s 1940s 1960s1600-1800s

1893-1920
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Bungalows (Craftsman)

Craftsman 
Detailing

N. of Grand, Roosevelt 
Neighborhoods 
Des Moines, IA 

1905-1930

California Bungalow

Airplane Bungalow Iowa Craftsman  Bungalow

English Arts & Crafts Bungalow

1900s Presen
t

1980s1920s 1940s 1960s1600-1800s

1905-1930
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Spanish Eclectic

1931 Thomas Stoner
S. Of Grand Neighborhood

Des Moines, IA

1900s Presen
t

1980s1920s 1940s 1960s1600-1800s

1915-1940
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After the turn of 
the century, mail 
order homes 
became a 
popular way to 
build a house.

1900s Presen
t

1980s1920s 1940s 1960s1600-1800s

1920-1930



Post WWII

36

Architecture styles changed 
drastically after WWII (1939-1945)
• Modern
• Streamlined
• Exposed structure



Lustron Homes

37
1900s Presen

t
1980s1920s 1940s 1960s1600-1800s

1940-1950

Beaverdale Neighborhood 
Des Moines, IA 

1950

Wide Pitched 
Roof

Bay Window

Integral 
Porch Paneled Tile 

Siding

Enameled 
Roof Tiles



Bubble Homes

38

Wallace Neff’s 
Bubble Home

W. Des Moines, IA 
1980

1900s Presen
t

1980s1920s 1940s 1960s1600-1800s

1941-1980



What did you learn today?
39
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Can you put these houses in the order they would have been built?
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Can you put these houses in the order they would have been built?

1

24

3



Architecture 
Adventure

A division of the 
ArKIDtecture Series 

developed by the IAF.



Let’s build a house!
Pick 1 shape to make 
the front wall of your 
house.

Remember your house 
can be any shape you 
want!
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Let’s build a house!
Pick 1 shape (try a 
triangle!) to make your 
roof.
Glue it on top of your 
front wall to keep 
things safe and dry.
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Let’s build a house!
We have wood and 
glass, so we can put in 
some windows.
Pick 1 shape to make a 
door.
Pick 3 shapes to make 
your windows.
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Let’s build a house!
Your house needs 
something unique. 
Pick 1 shape to add a 
feature, like this 
chimney!

You can even add on to 
the sides of your house 
to make it bigger.
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Let’s build a house!
You need a front lawn!
Pick 5 shapes to make 
landscaping.

Try using three in a 
row!
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Let’s build a house!
Time to grab some 
markers, pencils, or 
crayons.
Add details to your 
house like flower 
boxes, smoke from the 
chimney, and 
decorations to the front 
door.
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Let’s build a house!
Lastly, put your house 
on the map!
Color in the 
background to look like 
a sky, forest, ocean, or 
wherever you want to 
live.
Don’t forget to add 
grass or sidewalk to 
your front lawn.
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Great job, architect!



Architecture 
Adventure

A division of the 
ArKIDtecture Series 

developed by the IAF.



Let’s build a house!
Start with 5 index 
cards. Try to build a 
house by leaning, 
stacking, or folding 
the cards.
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Is it working?



Let’s build a house!
You might need 
something strong to 
help hold your cards 
together. Use some 
tape to make them 
stick!
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Let’s build a house!
You might have the 
walls together, but is 
it standing up? Let’s 
add structure!
Use popsicle sticks 
to strengthen your 
walls.
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Let’s build a house!
Now we have to keep 
out the rain… let’s 
add a roof! 
Try leaning some 
index cards together 
to form a triangle.
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Is it working?



Let’s build a house!
Your roof isn’t very 
stable. What can you 
add to help hold it 
up?

Hint: Try using 
popsicle sticks to 
make your triangle 
stronger.
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Let’s build a house!
Do you have the 
beginnings of a 
house?

It’s time to make it 
yours! Use markers, 
shapes, and other 
supplies to add the 
details.
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What can you come 
up with?



Thank you
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