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New Intern at the Iowa Architectural Foundation Office

This September, a new intern, Vanessa Hauser, began work with the Iowa Architectural Foundation.  Hauser, a University of Iowa student, will be working with IAF until December when she will return to Iowa City to resume studies.  A Journalism Major, Hauser is looking forward to gaining some “real world” job experience and will work 32 hours a week.

Hauser, 21, will be working with both IAF and the American Institute of Architects, Iowa Chapter.  Her responsibilities include updating and adding materials to the IAF website, revamping some promotional materials for IAF, and helping AIA complete a new addition to Google Earth, a new portion of Google search.  She will also be included in new projects as they arise.

Kirsten Anderson, the Executive Director of IAF, is enjoying having Hauser in the office. "I'm proud that Vanessa is our very first intern - ever.  Her talents lend perfectly to our office dynamic and I look forward to all that she'll contribute this semester,” said Anderson, who will supervise and mentor Hauser for the semester.
Hauser will receive nine semester hours of credit for her internship and is also taking a class called “Images of Iowa” here in Des Moines at the John Pappajohn Education Center.  Like Hauser, seventeen other University of Iowa students also began internships in the Des Moines area this semester.

These students are participating in the Des Moines Center program, a new University of Iowa program initiated just one year ago, to help students at UI find job experience in the Des Moines area.  The student participants have widely varied majors and were accepted by assorted employers after completing a competitive application process.

As part of the requirements for earning credit for the internship, each student will complete a comprehensive portfolio documenting their experiences during the semester.  Parts of this portfolio include creative work samples, a service project, and an informational interview with a mentor working in Des Moines.


Hailing from Dubuque, IA, Hauser is enjoying her move to Des Moines and is looking forward to learning more about the practical skills she’ll need after she graduates from UI.  In her spare time, Hauser also teaches colorguard for Newton High School Marching Band and just completed her sixth summer performing with the Colts Drum and Bugle Corps of Dubuque.
# # #
