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Students Participate in Design Workshop

This summer, the Iowa Architectural Foundation partnered with the Des Moines Art Center to provide a new learning experience for students.  The Ideal Object workshop program was orchestrated specifically for Students for a Creative Iowa.


Area junior and senior high school students participated in a design project in which they were given a specific request from a client (another team of students) to make an object meeting certain requirements.  Each team was responsible for designing and constructing their object.  Teams received guidance from an architect and contractor and received a $1500 budget to ensure the success of their project.


Students and adults alike had fun as they worked together to produce a finished product for each team.  “It was a great experience for all of us,” stated Cathy Sonnichsen, of Grinnell Middle School, in an email after the workshop’s completion.


Participating teams included: Cakewaves, from West Des Moines; That Team from Grinnell, from Grinnell; Ames Middle School, from Ames; and Ames High School, from Ames.

Cakewaves built a unique cabinet system which they called The Extreme Clean Machine 2000.  Their client, Ames Middle School, asked that the object store items, play music, and clean.  The cabinet system opened to reveal extra storage underneath and the team neatly organized kitchen implements above the cabinets.

That Team from Grinnell was asked to make an object for the garage.  The item had to store tools and include a working tool bench and means of stopping a car in the garage.  Their client was Ames High School.  This project included a tube which, when pressed by a car coming too close, would release an orange ping-pong ball as a warning sign.
Ames Middle School was asked by their client, That Team from Grinnell, to design an object for the bathroom that could weigh, dry, play music, and include distinct areas of primping for boys and girls.  This object was a chair with special boxes on either side that could fold up or down with compartments for storing objects inside.

Ames High School made an item for the bedroom.  Their client, Cakewaves, requested that the object have a homework station, the ability to store supplies, and help them fall asleep.  This design included lots of Velcro for storing school supplies.  It also featured a secret message board and space for both white boards and a computer desk.

These “Ideal Objects” were debuted at a special celebratory reception.  Afterwards, they were exhibited at the Adrienne and Charles Herbert Galleries and at the American Institute of Architects, Iowa Chapter’s annual convention from August 12 – September 28, 2007.
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